[image: image1.png]


U.S. LABOR AGAINST THE WAR

Media Advisory

Contact:   Andy Griggs 310-704-3217    


       LAUSLAW1@aol.com

Iraqi union leaders visit LA with eyewitness accounts of occupation hardships 

Unemployment has spiked to 70 percent in some parts of Iraq since the U.S. invasion. Wages have fallen, the cost of living has skyrocketed, public services have not been restored, and unions aren’t allowed in most workplaces. Two Iraqi union leaders will share the impact of the occupation on ordinary people’s lives in several Los Angeles appearances June 16-18, including a forum at LA Valley College at 1 PM Thursday, June 16, a labor forum at the UCLA Labor Center at 3 PM on Saturday, June 18; and culminating in a community public forum that same evening at 7 PM at Patriotic Hall in downtown Los Angeles. The local visit is being coordinated by LA – US Labor Against the War and United for Peace and Justice – SoCal.


Hassan Juma’a Awad al Asade and Faleh Abbood Umara of the General Union of Oil Employees (GUOE) will visit Los Angeles as part of a tour organized by U.S. Labor Against the War (USLAW). Six Iraqi union leaders, representing three of Iraq’s major post-Saddam labor federations, will visit 25 U.S. cities from June 10 - 25, starting in Washington, DC with meetings with members of Congress and leaders of the AFL-CIO.  It is the first labor delegation to visit the U.S. since the fall of Saddam Hussein.

In 1987, Hussein dissolved trade unions and all workers were declared to be 'civil servants'.  State-run trade unions were set up and acted as instruments of surveillance and repression.  Iraqi workers continue to labor under the terms of orders issued by Paul Bremer, head of the Occupation Authority, and passed as the Civil Administration Law by the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA). The Occupation Authority has continued to enforce Hussein’s 1987 decree. Although the CPA was formally disbanded in June 2004, the Administrative Law persists, despite mass opposition to it. 


The GUOE has its roots in the Southern Oil Company Trade Union, which was established after the occupation began in April 2003. Activists first organized secretly, uncertain as to how occupation forces would respond. The goal of the union, as its President Hassan Juma'a puts it, is to “reorganize the relationship between workers and the company’s administration in order to fight for workers’ rights.” However, it is still an ‘illegal’ union as it has not been officially recognized by the government.


For more information about the tour, visit www.uslaboragainstwar.org. Los Angeles event information can be found at www.coalitionforworldpeace.org.
U.S. Labor against the War (USLAW) is a national coalition of 112 labor organizations representing more than four million union members.
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****PUBLIC FORUM****

WHO: 
Hassan Juma’a Awad Al Asade, Chief of the Executive Bureau (President), GUOE


 
Faleh Abbood Umara, General Secretary, GUOE

WHAT:
Iraqi Labor Leaders Public Forum

WHEN:
1 PM, Thursday, June 16, 2005

WHERE: 
LA Valley College Fireside Room, 5800 Fulton Avenue, Valley Glen

SPONSOR:
AFT Local 1521, Community College Guild

PRESS BRIEFING THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 12 NOON, LA VALLEY COLLEGE
****LABOR FORUM****

WHO: 
Hassan Juma’a Awad Al Asade, Chief of the Executive Bureau (President), GUOE



Faleh Abbood Umara, General Secretary, GUOE

WHAT:
Labor Forum The Iraqi Struggle for Labor Rights and Against Privatization
WHEN:
3 PM, Saturday, June 18, 2005

WHERE: 
UCLA Downtown Labor Center, 675 S. Park View Street, Los Angeles

SPONSORS: United Teachers Los Angeles, LA County Federation of Labor, UCLA Labor Center

****COMMUNITY FORUM****
WHO: 
Hassan Juma’a Awad Al Asade, Chief of the Executive Bureau (President), GUOE



Faleh Abbood Umara, General Secretary, GUOE

WHAT:
Labor Forum The Iraqi Struggle for Labor Rights and Against Privatization
WHEN:
7 PM, Saturday, June 18, 2005

WHERE: 
Patriotic Hall, 1816 S. Figueroa Street, Los Angeles

SPONSORS: United for Peace and Justice – SoCal, LA-US Labor Against War

********
CO-SPONSORS: 


AFSCME Retiree Chapter 36, UCLA Labor Center, Harry Bridges Institute, SEIU 660, PACE Local 8-675, Addicted to War, Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace, Peace No War, International Socialist Organization, Freedom Road Socialist Organization, Committees of Correspondence for Democracy and Socialism 






